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    HALL COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING DECEMBER 12, 2006 
 
The Hall County Board of Supervisors met December 12, 2006, by published call in the 
county board meeting room, 121 South Pine, Grand Island. 
 
CALL TO ORDER - The meeting was called to order by Chairman James Eriksen.      
 
INVOCATION - Invocation was given by chairman Eriksen. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – The Pledge of Allegiance was given in unison. 
 
ROLL CALL - Present on roll call were, Scott Arnold, Jim Eriksen, Richard Hartman, Bob 
Humiston, Bud Jeffries, Pamela Lancaster and Robert Rye.    Also present was a 
representative from the Grand Island Independent and Deputy County Attorney Michelle 
Oldham.     
 
NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING LAW – Chairman Eriksen read the notice of the open 
meeting law.   
 
CONSENT AGENDA – Lancaster made a motion and Jeffries seconded to approve the 
following by consent agenda:  

1. Accepted and placed on file the minutes of the November 28th meeting 
2. 7a Approved Resolutions 06-0089, 06-0090, 06-0091, 06-0092, 06-0093 for the 

withdrawal of collateral from the Bank of Doniphan 
3. 7b Approved Resolution 06-0094 or the exchange of collateral for Heritage Bank 
4. 8 Approved Resolution 06-0096 for additional collateral fOR Well Fargo Bank  
5. 10 Approved  the official county newspapers 
6. 15 Placed on file communications from Regional Planning 
7. 16 Approved the bi weekly pay claims  
8. 23 Placed on file the office reports from the County Sheriff, Clerk of the District 

Court, County Court, Juvenile Diversion and County Attorney 
9. 24 Placed on file the Hall County Treasurers Miscellaneous Receipts 
10. 26 Place on file communications as received. 

 
Arnold, Eriksen, Hartman, Humiston, Jeffries, Lancaster and Rye all voted yes and none 
voted no.  Motion carried.  
 
  

OFFICE REPORT 
COUNTY COURT 
November 2006 

 FINES (CO.)        $  52,925.13 
 OVERLOAD FINES              1,800.00  
 REIMBURSE SHERIFF FEES           2,114.30 
 WORK RELEASE FEES            1,061.00 
 REIMBURSE FAX COPIES                 94.00 
 FINES (CITY)              9,652.50 
 REIMBURSE WITNESS FEES              823.17 
 BOND FORFEITURES                       2,495.55 
 REIMBURSE CO. FEES               255.75 
 TOTAL                       $71,221.40 
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OFFICE REPORT 

CLERK OF THE DISTRICT COURT 
November 2006 

 
 COURT COSTS      $3,172.93 
 10% BOND            685.00 
 FINES           1,506.40 
 PHOTO COPIES            235.25 
 FAX FEES              43.00 
 INTEREST                                                                  758.06 
 BOARD OF PRISIONERS        1,645.00 
 BOND FORFEITURE        12,510.00 
 PASSPORT PROCESSING FEE                   5,250.00   
 POSTAGE/FAX FEES              74.00    
                   
 

OFFICE REPORT 
HALL COUNTY SHERIFF 

October  2006  
 

 TOTAL FEES MILEAGE & MISC    $ 16,384.14 
 HANDGUN APPLICATIONS                       100.00 
 TITLE INSPECTIONS          2,830.00 
 COPIES                21.00 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFICE REPORT 
HALL COUNTY JUVENILE SERVICES 

NOVEMBER 2006 
 

 JUVENILE REFERRALS    21 JUVENILES 
  JUVENILE OFFENDERS        0 JUVENILE 
  JUVENILE HOUSE ARREST        1 JUVENILES 
  TOTAL UNDER SUPERVISION              247 JUVENILES 
  FEES COLLECTED     $1,095.00 
 

OFFICE REPORT 
HOWARD COUNTY JUVENILE SERVICES 

NOVEMBER 2006 
 

 JUVENILE REFERRALS              3 JUVENILES 
  TOTAL JUVENILE ENROLLEES           15 JUVENILES 
  FEES COLLECTED FOR MONTH       $  .00 
  TOTAL FEES COLLECTED FISCAL YEAR      $1,600.00 
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2a DISCUSS AND TAKE ACTION REGARDING AGREEMENT WITH LANCASTER 
COUNTY YOUTH  SERVICES – Lancaster stated that this agreement was carried 
forward from the last meeting and Deputy County Attorney Michelle Oldham stated she 
had come concerns but after talking to them she is now satisfied with the wording and 
she clarified the transportation issues. 
 
Jeffries made a motion and Arnold seconded to approve the agreement and authorize 
the chair to sign.  Arnold, Eriksen, Hartman, Humiston, Jeffries, Lancaster and Rye all 
voted yes and none voted no.  Motion carried.  
  
2b DISCUSSION ON OPEN MEETING COMPLAINT – Ms. Oldham stated that County 
Attorney Mark Young is working on the response to the Attorney General regarding the 
open meeting complaint.   
 
3 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – Chairman Eriksen called for public participation and no 
one responded.   
 
6 DISCUSS AND TAKE ACTION ON SCHEDULING LAST MEETING IN DECEMBER 
2006 – Lancaster suggested that the last meeting in December be changed to 
December 22 instead of the 26th and asked the board members if this would be 
satisfactory.  Arnold stated that he did not have a problem with rescheduling the 
meeting.   
 
Lancaster made a motion and Rye seconded to change the meeting from Tuesday 
December 26th to Friday December 22 at 9:00 a.m.  Arnold, Eriksen, Hartman, 
Humiston, Jeffries, Lancaster and Rye all voted yes and none voted no.  Motion carried.  
 
12 CORRECTION STEERING COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION ACTION ON 
INMATE WELFARE SURPLUS ITEMS – Deputy County Attorney Michelle Oldham 
stated that the committee has not met and she would prefer to meet before this is 
addressed.   
 
13.  DISCUSS AND TAKE ACTION ON APPOINTMENTS TO THE HALL COUNTY 
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT – Jeffries stated that the committee needs to meet regarding 
this and instead of taking action today he would like to refer this back to the conditional 
use committee.    
 
11. DISCUSSION REGARDING SANDHILLS JOURNEY SCENIC BYWAY - Sandra 
Christensen was present and explained the Sandhills Journey project and the impact  
that this could have on the communities along Highway 2.  They are applying to become 
a national byway and the applications are due on April 2007.  They are asking for a letter 
of support from the various counties and are also asking the boards to appoint someone 
to serve on the leadership committee.  She provided information for the board members 
to review.   
 
Arnold questioned if there limitation on the funding for the byway regarding industrial 
development and Ms Christensen stated that there were not at this time.   
 
Jeffries stated that he appreciated her time and efforts on this project.   
 
Lancaster suggested that she contact the Convention Visitors Bureau they would be a 
good resource.  Ms. Christensen stated that she has been working with Renee Seifert 
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Arnold mad a motion and Lancaster seconded to authorize the chair to sign a letter of 
support and also authorize the chair to appoint a member to the committee.  Arnold, 
Eriksen, Hartman, Humiston, Jeffries, Lancaster and Rye all voted yes and none voted 
no.  Motion carried.  
 
9:30 5a PUBLIC HEARING TO CLOSE RAILROAD CROSSING AT 150TH ROAD – 
Lancaster made a motion and Jeffries seconded to open the public hearing.  Arnold, 
Eriksen, Hartman, Humiston, Jeffries, Lancaster and Rye all voted yes and none voted 
no.  Motion carried.  
 
Casey Sherlock was present. He stated that this is the crossing 1 mile west of Wood 
River that is in conjunction with the construction of the Wood River ethanol plant.  There 
is an agreement with the City of Wood River to build an alternate bypass route and that 
has been completed. 
 
Chairman Eriksen called for public participation.   
 
Daniel Davis 1419 Cederview Road stated he has property located in the area and it is  
difficult to drive around because the intersections are blocked by trains.  The by pass 
road that was built helps with motor vehicles but it is difficult with large implements to go 
on the highway and the trains still block the other crossings. 
 
Lancaster questioned how many people that would have ground on both sides would be 
impacted by this.  It was stated that there could be 6 properties.   
 
Curtis Rohrich 15025 W. Old Military Road has land on both sides and he stated there 
may be about dozen people that use the intersection.  This hearing is to close the 
crossing and it is already closed and that is frustrating.  He stated that during harvest it is 
a problem but maybe the ethanol plant is more important to the economy.  He stated he 
would like to keep it open.   Lancaster stated the board has not voted to close it at this 
time. 
 
Jeffries stated the railroad would close all crossings and there is not much that anyone 
can do.  He also noted that the overpass will not handle the large equipment.  It would 
help if the railroad would try to keep the other crossings open.  He also noted that this is 
in the 2 mile city jurisdiction. 
 
Hartman stated that it was his understanding that if the crossing was not closed the plant 
would not be built.  He expressed concern that even with the overpass the intersections 
may still be blocked.    
 
Arnold understands the frustration because this has been done before.  He would like to 
see some working added to the resolution that the UP will make the best effort to keep 
the crossings open.    
 
Lancaster stated that this is a difficult issue and she would like to see this referred back 
to the committee to work on this. 
 
Dan Wagoner 17562  West Husker Highway, Wood River He expressed concern 
regarding the blocked crossing and also school buses are stopped by the trains and 
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cannot get to and from school.  He also expressed concern on the fact that emergency 
vehicles also cannot cross.   
 
Casey Sherlock stated that the road was closed during construction and if the road 
needs to be opened this afternoon he can do that.  It is his policy to close the road if 
there is major construction but 99% of the road is completed at this time.  He also noted 
that this is a city street.    
 
Lancaster there is an agreement with the plant that this would be closed and it is not 
even a county road.  The purpose to close the crossing was to help provided room for 
additional side tracks for cars. 
 
Richard Ogden questioned if this crossing could be open for one more harvest season.  
This would be up to the City of Wood River. 
 
Jeffries stated the orders to stop the trains are given from another state and it does not 
make any difference to them where they stop.  
 
Chairman Eriksen called for public participation for the hearing and no one responded. 
 
Lancaster made a motion and Arnold seconded to close the public hearing.  Arnold, 
Eriksen, Hartman, Humiston, Jeffries, Lancaster and Rye all voted yes and none voted 
no.  Motion carried.  
 
Eriksen stated that from discussion this needs to be referred to the public works 
committee and come back with a recommendation.   
 
4 10:00 PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER RENEWAL OF CONDITIONAL USE 
PERMIT FOR BURLINGTON NORTHERN SANTA FE RAILROAD – Jeffries made a 
motion and Lancaster seconded to open the public hearing.  Arnold, Eriksen, Hartman, 
Humiston, Jeffries, Lancaster and Rye all voted yes and none voted no.  Motion carried.  
 
Building Inspector Max Boerson was present this is for the renewal of the conditional use 
permit for Burlington Northern.   He stated that he does not have any concerns for the 
renewal.   
 
Chairman Eriksen called for public participation. 
 
A representative from Burlington Northern was present and stated he would like to have 
the permit issued for 10 years. 
 
Jeffries stated that the committee has discussed this but would like to keep the permit at 
5 years.   
 
Jeffries made a motion and Lancaster seconded to close the public hearing.  Arnold, 
Eriksen, Hartman, Humiston, Jeffries, Lancaster and Rye all voted yes and none voted 
no.  Motion carried.  
 
Jeffries made a motion and Arnold seconded to approve the conditional use permit and 
approve Resolution #06-0095 granting the conditional use permit.  Arnold, Eriksen, 
Hartman, Humiston, Jeffries, Lancaster and Rye all voted yes and none voted no.  
Motion carried.  



 6

 
17 EXECUTIVE SESSION UFCW UNION NEGOTIATIONS – Jeffries made a motion 
and Lancaster seconded to go into executive session.  Arnold, Eriksen, Hartman, 
Humiston, Jeffries, Lancaster and Rye all voted yes and none voted no.  Motion carried.  
 
10:25 a.m. executive session 
 
11:15 a.m. Jeffries made a motion and Lancaster seconded to go out of executive 
session.  Arnold, Eriksen, Hartman, Humiston, Jeffries, Lancaster and Rye all voted yes 
and none voted no.  Motion carried.  
 
Lancaster made a motion and Jeffries seconded to approve the UFCW Union 
Agreement and authorize the chair to sign.  Arnold, Eriksen, Hartman, Humiston, 
Jeffries, Lancaster and Rye all voted yes and none voted no.  Motion carried.  
 
Arnold stated that it is necessary to address the fact that the board accepted the CIR 
order two weeks ago and discussion was held and the board decided to keep the old 
contract in place for this last pay period.  The new contract will start with the current pay 
period and be retroactive to July 2006. 
 
Lancaster made a motion and Arnold seconded to rescind the motion to comply with the 
CIR ruling and for the last two weeks to continue to pay on the old contract and maintain 
the wages and benefits as stated in the old contract.  Arnold, Eriksen, Hartman, 
Humiston, Jeffries, Lancaster and Rye all voted yes and none voted no.  Motion carried.  
 
19 DISCUSSION ON GLOE LEAMAN LAND ISSUE – Hartman stated that this is an 
issue on some land and this need to be turned over to the county attorney as it appears 
this it is a civil suit.   
 
BOARD MEMBERS REPORTS – Rye – he stated that he attended the NACO 
conference.   
 
Jeffries - no report 
 
Arnold – He attended NACO and stated that there was discussion on indigent 
defense and he also attended a meeting on jail design.   
 
Lancaster – She stated that she attended NACO and attended the meeting on 
courthouse security.  She also noted that some other counties have had to hire a 
construction supervisor for their jail projects but Hall County project is going very 
well.   
 
Humiston – He also attended NACO 
 
Hartman – He also attended NACO.  He expressed concern that no other 
supervisors attended Pete White’s funeral, he was a county employee for over 40 
years.  He also stated that this may be his last meeting.   
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Eriksen – He attended NACO and the union negotiations.  He noted that the 
national NACO also provided services and suggested that the board may want to 
consider this.   
 
Chairman Eriksen called for new or unfinished business. 
 
Jeffries stated that the county needs to keep heat on the legislature to pay the jail 
bills like so many things the expenses are passed on to the county  
 
Meeting adjourned.  The next meeting will be December 22nd  at 9:00 a.m.   
 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Marla J. Conley Hall County Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 


